NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER, 2004

Assalamu alaikum everyone…

So, after a long struggle and against all the odds, we have finally managed to obtain planning permission for our property at 2/3 Bury Park Estate.

PLANNING RESTRICTIONS:

Permission was granted last month on a provisional basis for 12 months.   A number of conditions have been imposed – which we consider are reasonable for the time being.  The main conditions are outlined below. 

· Planning application granted till October 31, 2005.

· Entry on foot will only be allowed via the main front doors – so this will be entrance for the madrassa.

· We are allowed to use the building from 8 a.m. till 11 p.m.

· Parking. We have use of only six parking bays and we can only use the yard to park the six cars from 8 am till 6pm on weekdays and 8 a.m. till 1 p.m. on Saturday. That means the gates will remain locked on Sundays. However for the interim period, the MC have decided that no parking for members cars will be allowed unless prior permission has been obtained from a MC member. Members are therefore requested to park their cars on Bury Park Road or any adjacent roads.

· NO LOUD MUSIC will be allowed to be played on the premises.

PARENTS RESPONSIBILITY:

We must ensure that we stick to these conditions as those who have objected to our application will be monitoring them very closely. IF WE BREAK THESE CONDITIONS, OUR PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE RENEWED NEXT YEAR. PARENTS DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP THEIR CHILDREN WILL NEED TO ENSURE THAT DISCIPLINE IS STRICTLY MAINTAINED.

Inshallah, if everything goes well, as it should, our planning permission will be made permanent.  Hopefully, we will be able to win the confidence of our neighbours and even get the conditions relaxed.

BUILDING REGULATIONS:

However, we are not yet able to give a starting date for the start of the madrassa as we still need to carry out work to satisfy building regulations.  In short, this means making the building safe for everyone to use.  The property focus team has been working hard towards this aim.

Inshallah, we will be able to set an opening date before the end of the year.

FUNDING:

We are continuing to pay for the mortgage from members standing orders, so its important you make sure the payments are maintained.  But we still need plenty of cash to upgrade the property, pay the bills, maintain it for generations to come and to pay off the mortgage as soon as possible.

Our tireless and elite Funding Squad have so far done a phenomenal job in getting us this far and they are continuing to spend every moment of their time to help raise the cash.  You can help them in a number of ways.

*Increase your standing order.  Even a small increase goes a long way.

*Remember those collection tins we handed out? Well, we will shortly be coming round to collect them.  Check to see if they are full!!

*Remember the receipt books to collect from friends? How are you getting on? If you haven’t got round to asking them for a donation – its still not too late.  Any contribution, however small will make a difference.

RECREATION:

Ramadhan is over – and Challney is back this weekend (Saturday 21st November).  If you have got out of shape – get back to those aerobic sessions, fitness sessions and swimming.

And here, I would like to make a special plea to those in the 30+ age group (and some of the younger ones too) to make the most of the facilities on offer at Challney. 

As many of you are only too aware after recent incidents, our diet and lifestyle leaves us wide open to health problems.   Putting aside some time to exercise and keep fit will make a huge difference. Challney is a fantastic bargain which has been on offer to us for many years. Many members do not make full use of it  – but its never too late to start. It could make a huge difference to your LIFE not to mention you family’s too.

FOOTBALL is also back from Sunday, November 21st.  Let’s make a big effort to improve the turnouts – especially the bachelors, who look like they could do with some practise to take on the marrieds!

WEBSITE: Another reminder to keep logging on to our website at www.kokniluton.org.uk. We will try and keep it updated as much as possible.

ADDRESSES: If you get to read this then you are ok! But I’d appreciate it if people who move could let us know their new address, so we can update our records.  I know its not a priority, but it would help us make sure you get the latest information.

MAKTAB: Maktab classes are back on Saturday and Sunday, 20th and 21st from 10 a.m till 12 noon.  Inshallah, it won’t be long before we move to our building in Bury Park.

Which brings me back to the beginning.  Our dream of having our own property is almost a reality.  Activities at Challney are going well and so is the Maktab. 

But we need to keep pushing forward.  We want to see more members involved in our activities on a consistent basis – after all, you are already paying for them.

Above all, we need to stay UNITED.

Anwar Tambe,

General Secretary, KCL.

