NEWSLETTER AUGUST, 2004

OPEN DAY – Sunday, September 5. Time: 2:30 to 5:30 pm. Address: 2/3 Bury Park Estate, Bury Park Road.

PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND, EVEN FOR A FEW MINUTES.

Assalamu alaikum brothers and sisters.

It is now just over two months since we became the owners of the above property.  It was formerly a factory and the interior was in a filthy state.  

Teams of people have been working very very hard indeed to clean the building and make it habitable.  Its now been completely transformed and almost resembles a community centre.

For that we must thank members of the focus groups – too many too mention here - who have shown considerable dedication to the project.

However, it is you the members who will decide how we use the property, what it should look like and what facilities should be available.

PLANNING PERMISSION: The next biggest hurdle we face is obtaining planning permission.  An application has gone in and a number of meetings have taken place with the local authority. We are hopeful we will get an answer sooner rather than later.

We have not been able to organise an open day earlier because we had to ensure the building was safe enough for people to attend.   The Open Day has now been set for September 5th, between 2.30 and 5.30 p.m  This is your chance to see the building and comment on the plans, make suggestions and so on.  Final plans will be drawn up based on the workable ideas you come up with.  

PARKING:  We are being very careful about parking on the site while our planning application is being considered.  There will be space for only half a dozen cars. Hopefully, space will become available as people come and go. But there is plenty of parking around the area on a Sunday. 

FUNDING: The property may be ours, but we are still faced with many years of hard work to raise cash to pay for the mortgage,  karze hasna, repairs and maintenance costs.  As usual, some of our senior members have been travelling up and down the country trying to raise funds. 

But the priority is for us to look after ourselves.  A collection box has been dropped at many houses for loose change and a book of receipts was also handed out earlier this year for collections from friends.  ANY MONEY YOU CAN RAISE THIS WAY WILL BE OF ENORMOUS HELP.  SO DO ALL YOU CAN TO HELP US RAISE THE CASH.

WEBSITE:  Some of you may not be aware, but we have a new address for our website.  It is www.kokniluton.org.uk   This is still developing and Ibrahim (Bhau)  Parkar is doing a fine job of looking after it.  The more we get used to looking at this site the better it will be at getting information to you.  All newsletters and the latest developments will be put on this site, as well as reports of our events.

MEMBERSHIP: Our membership remains healthy and is continuing to grow. Participation in various activities has also improved over the last five years, but it is still not enough.  We would like to see more people to take part in all our activities, be it football, cricket, Challney or Madrassa.  So those of you who have been keeping away – please come and show your face!  

MAKTAB:  The head of education reports good attendance from pupils and from the maalims.  After the summer break, Maktab resumes on August 20th.  

The new times are: Friday 5 p.m till 7 p.m. and Saturday/Sunday, 10 a.m. till 12 Noon.  Anyone wishing to enrol their children please contact Mr Mohammed Dalvi on 01582-594209. 

Inshallah, it won’t be long before we are able to have the Maktab in our own property.  Please say a dua for this at every opportunity.   

RECREATION: Its been a very busy summer as usual for the recreation team.  Cricket is going reasonably well and so is Challney.  We avoided relegation from Division One of the Midweek League – which must be considered a success.  

The Inter-city tournament was also praised by our visitors, not least by Blackburn who won the trophy.  An amazing amount of hard work went into this by the recreation team, who deserve our thanks.

One problem still remains.  Not enough people are taking part in our activities on a consistent basis. Attendance and availability at Challney and cricket can be really good one day, and not so good on other days.  The more people attend the more enjoyable it is – so PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE.

Anwar Tambe,

General Secretary, KCL.

